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A DISTURBING ORDER:  
ASI SURVEY IN GYANVAPI MOSQUE 

ASI survey in Gyanvapi mosque should not be allowed to resurrect disputes buried by law 
The order of a civil court in Varanasi that the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) should conduct a 

survey to ascertain whether the Gyanvapi mosque was built over a demolished Hindu temple is an 
unconscionable intervention that will open the floodgates for another protracted religious dispute. The 
order, apparently in gross violation of the explicit legislative prohibition on any litigation over the status of 
places of worship, is likely to give a fillip to majoritarian and revanchist forces that earlier carried on the 
Ram Janmabhoomi movement over a site in Ayodhya. That dispute culminated in the country’s highest 
court handing over the site to the very forces that conspired to illegally demolish the Babri Masjid. The 
plaintiffs, who have filed a suit as representatives of Hindu faith to reclaim the land on which the mosque 
stands, have now succeeded in getting the court to commission an ASI survey to look for the sort of 
evidence that they would never have been able to adduce on their own. The order has been issued 
despite the fact that the Allahabad High Court reserved its order on the maintainability of the suit on 
March 15 and is yet to pronounce its ruling. It is not clear why the civil judge did not wait for the ruling 
and went ahead with his directive to the ASI. 

By an order in 1997, the civil court had decided that the suit was not barred by the Places of Worship 
(Special Provisions) Act, 1991, which said all pending suits concerning the status of places of worship will 
abate and that none can be instituted. The 1991 Act also froze the status of all places of worship, barring 
the then disputed site in Ayodhya, as on August 15, 1947. There was another exception — any place of 
worship that was an archaeological site or ancient monument covered by the Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958. On a revision application, another court had asked the trial 
court to decide afresh the question whether the suit was barred afresh “after taking evidence”. 
Presumably, the latest application seeking a survey by the ASI as an expert body is aimed at providing that 
“evidence”. Regardless of the merits of either side’s case, it ought to be clear to anyone concerned with 
peace and harmony in the country that the attempt to resurrect disputes buried by law is a serious 
setback to the cause of secularism and peaceful coexistence. That new challenges are emerging to the 
wisdom of Parliament in giving a statutory quietus to squabbles over religious sites is deeply disturbing. 

 

Definitions: 
 
❖ archaeological (adjective) – relating to 

archaeology (the study of the human past using 
material remains). 

❖ Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) (noun) – 
The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), under 
the Ministry of Culture, was established in the 
year 1861 is the premier organization for the 
archaeological researches and protection of the 
cultural heritage of the nation. 

❖ resurrect (verb) – relaunch, reinstitute, bring 
back. 

❖ civil court (noun) – a court of law that handles 
noncriminal cases. 

❖ ascertain (verb) – find out, discover, dig out. 
❖ demolish (verb) – destroy, bulldoze, knock 

down, pull down. 
❖ unconscionable (adjective) – unethical, 

immoral, unprincipled, wrong. 
❖ intervention (noun) – the process of 

intervening in something; involvement, 
interference, intrusion, meddling. 

❖ floodgate (noun) – something which is 
restraining/holding back/stifling an outflow of 
something else. 

❖ open the floodgates (phrase) – to make 
something easier for a lot of things to happen 
(or) to make it possible for a lot of people to 
start doing something that was not permitted 
previously. 

❖ protracted (adjective) – very long, long-lasting, 
prolonged, extended, extensive. 

❖ apparently (adverb) – seemingly, evidently, it 
appears that. 

❖ gross (adjective) – flagrant, blatant, glaring, 
obvious. 

❖ explicit (adjective) – clear, straightforward, 
definite, specific, categorical. 

❖ legislative (adjective) – relating to legislation; 
governmental, judicial. 

❖ prohibition (noun) – the act or practice of 
forbidding something by law; banning, 
forbidding, prohibiting, barring, debarment. 
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❖ litigation (noun) – legal case, legal proceeding, 
legal action. 

❖ fillip (noun) – stimulus, boost, incentive. 
❖ majoritarian (adjective) – relating to a 

philosophy that states that a majority 
(sometimes categorized by religion, language, 
social class, or some other identifying factor) of 
the population is entitled to a certain degree of 
primacy (priority) in society, and has the right 
to make decisions that affect the society. 

❖ revanchist (adjective) – relating to a policy of 
fighting back, especially to recover lost 
territory. 

❖ carry on (phrasal verb) – engage in, conduct, 
undertake, be involved in. 

❖ culminate (verb) – come to an end with, finish 
with, conclude with, terminate with. 

❖ hand over (phrasal verb) – pass, transfer, 
assign.  

❖ conspire (verb) – plot, collude, collaborate, 
intrigue; work/act together. 

❖ plaintiff (noun) – a person who is bringing a 
lawsuit against another person before a court; 
claimant, litigator, petitioner. 

❖ faith (noun) – religion, religious belief, religious 
group. 

❖ commission (verb) – order, authorize (a person 
or organization) to do something. 

❖ look for (phrasal verb) – search for, try to find. 
❖ sort of (phrase) – to some extent, somewhat, 

somehow, slightly. 
❖ adduce (verb) – present, offer, propose; 

cite/mention/quote (as an evidence). 
❖ on one’s own (phrase) – alone, all alone, by 

oneself, all by oneself, independently, single-
handedly. 

❖ the fact that (phrase) – used to refer to a 
particular situation/condition under 
consideration. 

❖ reserve (verb) – defer, postpone, put off, delay, 
withhold (a judgement). 

❖ maintainability (noun) – an act of 
preserving/keeping something in an existing 
condition. 

❖ pronounce (verb) – give a ruling on, pass 
judgement on, give a verdict on, make a ruling 
on. 

❖ go ahead (phrasal verb) – to proceed, to 
continue to do something, to start/begin to do 
something. 

❖ directive (noun) – instruction, order. 
❖ abate (verb) – decline, reduce, diminish, 

mitigate. 
❖ freeze (verb) – hold in a fixed state. 
❖ barring (preposition) – except for, with the 

exception of, excepting, excluding, omitting, 
leaving out. 

❖ trial court (noun) – the court of original 
jurisdiction (where cases are tried at first, as 
against an appeal court). 

❖ afresh (adverb) – anew, over again, once more. 
❖ presumably (adverb) – probably, in all 

likelihood, undoubtedly, seemingly. 
❖ seek (verb) – request, ask for, appeal. 
❖ regardless of (phrase) – despite, 

notwithstanding, in spite of. 
❖ merits (noun) – an essential inherent quality 

(rights and wrongs only) while evaluating a 
case (not by external aspects). 

❖ ought to (modal verb) – must, should. 
❖ harmony (noun) – unity, solidarity, oneness, 

brotherhood/sisterhood. 
❖ setback (noun) – problem, difficulty, issue. 
❖ secularism (noun) – the belief that religion 

should not have a strong influence in education 
or other public parts of society. 

❖ coexistence (noun) – The state of two or more 
different things existing/living together at the 
same time or in the same place. 

❖ wisdom (noun) – judgement/discernment. 
❖ statutory (adjective) – legitimate, acceptable, 

permissible. 
❖ quietus (noun) – (something that has a 

peaceful) conclusion/end/dissolution. 
❖ squabble (noun) – quarrel, row, argument, 

fight, disagreement, dispute, contention, clash. 

********************************************************************************* 

TIME TESTS TIES:  
ON INDIA-RUSSIA RELATIONS 

India and Russia must ensure their relationship is not strained by changed reality 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov’s visit to Delhi this week, saw both he and External Affairs 

Minister S. Jaishankar reaffirming traditional India-Russia ties, but there were signs that those ties are 
being tested. Mr. Lavrov’s trip was to make preparations for the upcoming visit of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin for the annual summit — it was postponed last year due to the coronavirus pandemic. On 
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the bilateral front, both sides appeared to make progress on strategic cooperation, cooperation in energy, 
nuclear and space sectors, and on talks on a free trade agreement with the Eurasian Economic Union 
(EAEU). Also discussed were more agreements on military-technical cooperation for the joint production 
of India-made Russian weapons, with Mr. Lavrov highlighting Russia being the only partner supplying India 
“cutting-edge military technology”. While neither side referred to the upcoming delivery of the $5 billion 
S-400 missile defence system directly, they reaffirmed their commitment to their defence partnership, as 
well as avenues for more investment in connectivity including the International North-South Transport 
Corridor and the Chennai-Vladivostok Eastern Maritime Corridor. The areas of divergence over their 
worldview seemed to emerge during their public remarks, which were prefaced by Mr. Jaishankar’s 
reference to the “rebalanced nature” of international relations. Mr. Lavrov’s praise of Russia-China ties 
was clearly not shared by Mr. Jaishankar. While he referred repeatedly to India’s “Indo-Pacific” strategy, 
Mr. Lavrov preferred the more continental reference to the “Asia-Pacific” region. Mr. Lavrov’s derisive 
indirect reference to the Quad as an “Asian NATO” was significant, although he said both sides agreed 
that military alliances in Asia were inadvisable and counterproductive. On Afghanistan as well, the Russian 
push for bringing the Taliban into a power-sharing arrangement in Kabul seemed to come up against 
India’s consistent push for a “democratic Afghanistan”. 

Beyond those divergences, it was the optics of Mr. Lavrov’s brief visit that fuelled the impression 
that New Delhi and Moscow are not as much on the same page as they have traditionally been; it did not 
include a meeting with Prime Minister Narendra Modi, unlike earlier. The absence of a meeting at the 
highest level seemed more in focus, as Mr. Modi met with U.S. Special Envoy John Kerry just a day later, 
and at his next stop, in Islamabad, Mr. Lavrov was received by Prime Minister Imran Khan and Pakistan 
Army Chief General Bajwa. This was Mr. Lavrov’s first visit to Pakistan in nine years, and was a clear 
message of deepening ties. Unlike in 2012, Mr. Lavrov this time said that Russia was ready to strengthen 
Pakistan’s counterterrorism efforts with the supply of “relevant equipment”, which will raise eyebrows in 
Delhi. While India and Russia have successfully addressed divergences between them, even deep, 
traditional and “time-tested relations” of the kind they have shared for decades cannot be taken for 
granted, and the two sides should move quickly, if they desire to dispel the notion that those ties are 
under any strain. 

Definitions: 
 

❖ ties (noun) – association, relationship, bond, 
connection. 

❖ strain (verb) – damage, impair, overburden. 
❖ reaffirm (verb) – assert, state, assure again 

strongly. 
❖ summit (noun) – meeting, conference, 

conclave (international meeting/conference of 
heads of state/government). 

❖ due to (phrase) – because of, owing to, on 
account of, as a result of. 

❖ bilateral (adjective) – involving two groups or 
countries. 

❖ front (noun) – a specific/particular situation or 
condition. 

❖ make progress (phrase) – move forward, make 
strides; proceed, advance, improve. 

❖ strategic (adjective) – relating to achieving 
long-term or overall goals. 

❖ free trade (noun) – policy to eliminate barriers/ 
limits/regulations against imports/exports. 

❖ free trade agreement (FTA) (noun) – a 
treaty/pact between two or more countries to 
facilitate trade and eliminate trade barriers. 

❖ Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) (noun) – The 
Eurasian Economic Union is an international 
organization for regional economic integration. 
It has international legal personality and is 
established by the Treaty on the Eurasian 
Economic Union. The EAEU provides for free 
movement of goods, services, capital and 
labour, pursues coordinated, harmonized and 
single policy in the sectors determined by the 
Treaty and international agreements within the 
Union. The Member-States of the Eurasian 
Economic Union are the Republic of Armenia, 
the Republic of Belarus, the Republic of 
Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic and the 
Russian Federation. It came into force on 1 
January 2015. 

❖ highlight (verb) – underline, underscore, 
emphasize, call attention to. 

❖ cutting-edge (adjective) – state-of-the-art, 
innovational, pioneering, revolutionary. 

❖ as well as (phrase) – and also, and in addition. 
❖ avenue (noun) – way, method, direction, 

approach. 
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❖ S-400 (Triumf) missile defence system (noun) – 
Developed by Russia, the S-400 
(Triumph/Triumf) air defence system integrates 
a multifunction radar, autonomous detection 
and targeting systems, anti-aircraft missile 
systems, launchers, and command and control 
centre. It is capable of firing three types of 
missiles to create a layered defence. The S-400 
is capable of destroying incoming hostile 
aircraft, missiles and even drones within a 
range of up to 400 km. It has a tracking 
capability of nearly 600 km. 

❖ International North-South Transport Corridor 
(INSTC) (noun) – a multi modal transportation 
established in 2000 for the purpose of 
promoting transportation cooperation among 
the Member States. It is a 7,200-km-long multi-
mode network of ship, rail, and road route for 
moving freight between India, Iran, 
Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Russia, Central Asia 
and Europe. The route primarily involves 
moving freight from India, Iran, Azerbaijan and 
Russia via ship, rail and road. 

❖ Chennai-Vladivostok Eastern Maritime Corridor 
(noun) – a proposed full-fledged sea route of 
approximately 5,600 nautical miles between 
Russia’s eastern port city, Vladivostok and 
Chennai on the eastern Indian seaboard. 

❖ maritime (adjective) – of or related to the sea. 
❖ corridor (noun) – a strip/swathe of land linking 

two areas (particularly by a road). (Maritime 
corridor means sea route connecting two 
places). 

❖ divergence (noun) – difference, dissimilarity, 
variance; deviation, digression. 

❖ worldview (noun) – beliefs, notions, principles, 
attitude, viewpoint. 

❖ preface (verb) – start, begin, introduce (an 
event by doing something). 

❖ The Indo-Pacific (region) (noun) – the Indo-
Pacific region refers to the confluence 
(convergence) of the Pacific and Indian Oceans, 
which interconnect in Southeast Asia 
(Indonesia, Vietnam, Thailand, Philippines, 
Malaysia, Singapore, and more). 

❖ strategy (noun) – plan of action (in order to 
achieve a more expansive set of political, 
economic, and security interests). 

❖ continental (adjective) – belonging to a 
continent (mainland). 

❖ derisive (adjective) – mocking, ridiculing, 
teasing. 

❖ Quad/Quadrilateral (noun) – The 
‘Quadrilateral’ is described as four democracies 
(the United States, Japan, Australia and India) 
with a shared objective to ensure and support 
a “free, open and prosperous” Indo-Pacific 
region. 

❖ North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
(noun) – NATO was created in 1949 by the 
United States, Canada, and several Western 
European nations to provide collective security 
against the Soviet Union. 

❖ alliance (noun) – association, union, 
partnership. 

❖ inadvisable (adjective) – ill-advised, unwise, 
misguided, misconceived. 

❖ counterproductive (adjective) – harmful, 
damaging, dangerous/destructive. 

❖ push (noun) – effort, initiative, drive. 
❖ come up against (phrasal verb) – encounter, 

come across, be faced with, confront. 
❖ consistent (adjective) – steady, stable, 

constant, regular. 
❖ optics (noun) – (typically in a political situation) 

the way in which an event is recognized by the 
public. 

❖ fuel (verb) – intensify, exacerbate, vitalize. 
❖ impression (noun) – feeling, notion, idea, 

thought, opinion. 
❖ on the same page (phrase) – in agreement. 
❖ absence (noun) – omission, exclusion. 
❖ in focus (phrase) – distinct, clear-cut, clear, 

well defined, well focused. 
❖ envoy (noun) – diplomat, consul, ambassador; 

representative, delegate, mediator. 
❖ deepen (verb) – grow, increase, intensify. 
❖ counterterrorism (noun) – anti-terrorism; 

actions taken to combat or prevent terrorism. 
❖ raise eyebrows (phrase) – show surprise. 
❖ address (verb) – tackle, deal with, attend to, try 

to sort out. 
❖ time-tested (adjective) – established (over a 

period of time). 
❖ decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 
❖ take for granted (phrase) – understand, 

assume, presume (something is true without 
cross-questioning it); For example, if people 
take something for granted, they do not place 
much value on it. Or you believe it to be true, 
real or expected. 

❖ dispel (verb) – eliminate, remove, dismiss. 
❖ notion (noun) – idea, belief, opinion, view. 
❖ strain (noun) – tension, stress, pressure, 

demands, burdens.  
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